In Memoriam

I think by now everyone has heard of the death of Fr. Elmer Schmidt; Wednesday, January 24, 2007.  Many people from this area and St. Ann specifically remember Fr. Schmidt with love and respect.  People have already started coming to get Mass Cards for him and we will do many things to honor the life and ministry of this man. As a past Pastor he was here and encouraged Sr. Dolores Stein to come here as principal of our parish school.  He was here as pastor when Fr. Jim was here as Associate prior to his being named pastor himself.  It would be interesting to ask people to raise their hands if they received any of their sacraments from Fr. Schmidt.  Baptisms, Weddings, First Communions, and Penances; Fr. Schmidt helped many grow in faith and come closer to God through his words and example.

The arraignments will be as follows:  There will be a viewing at the Mercy Mother House Chapel, 1437 Blossom Rd. Monday, January 29, 2007 3:00 – 7:00pm.  Additional viewing and the funeral will be at St. Margaret Mary Church, 401 Rogers Parkway, Irondequoit.  Viewing will be 9:00-10:30am with the Funeral Liturgy beginning at 10:30.  I would like everyone to know that in the final directives Fr. Schmidt asked that for his estate to arraign a bus for the people of Hornell to come to his funeral services.  After a long conversation and discussion with his niece, who is handling things, he wanted to pay for this and would not consider anyone else taking care of this service.  The bus will be leaving St. Ann Parking lot Tuesday, January 30th at 8:00am.  This will be for those that would like to go but may not want to drive themselves.  This will arrive with plenty of time to attend some of the viewing and then we will stay for the Funeral.  

I know that there are many fine memories left with those that knew Fr. Schmidt.  I think our readings this week and even this weekend are fine remembrances of Fr. Schmidt.  He died on the Memorial of St. Francis De Sales.  St Francis was the Bishop of Geneva and became very well known in his time for his work to bring people back to the church.  He rose into prominence during the time when the Protestant Reformation was growing and many people were leaving the church.  His preaching was winning them back and many leaders of the Reformation were swayed from their path and came back as well.  He was respected for his simple living and exhortations to the people.  From my limited contact with Fr. Schmidt; St. Francis was a good image for us to ponder as we remember our past pastor.  

The readings this past Wednesday spoke of Christ as the one true High Priest that makes a perfect sacrifice.  The Responsorial Psalm was, “You are a priest forever in the line of Melchizedek.”  The Gospel was the parable of the Sowing the Seed.  All of these readings and psalms offer an excellent moment of reflection on the life of a priest that served this community and many others with such love and care.  I know that you will offer many prayers for Fr. Schmidt as well as for his brother and all of his family that will mourn the loss of their loved one.  


Fr. Kanka was his classmate and visited him almost every week with a report back to Fr. Schnacky and me about his comings and goings.  It was difficult as the days went on but there was some small level of recognition of an old friend.  I think everyone in Our Lady of the Valley parish should know of his constant prayers for us as we became one parish and grew together as a family.  His niece told me that he wrote to her that the bus transportation was so that his, “Beloved people of Hornell could attend” his funeral services.  


He also requested that a Celebration of Remembrance be done here at St. Ann church in Hornell.  This will be done at the convenience of the family.  They wish to attend and I know that everyone in the community will do everything to honor this man with our prayers and presence. This will be announced when the date and time is confirmed with the family.  


As we remember Fr. Schmidt and pray for him we should listen closely to our readings this weekend.  Our first reading from the Prophet Jeremiah entreats us to “stand firm” for our faith.  That “God will not abandon us” and that He has made a “fortified city” for God.  St. Paul asks us to put on love for each other which is the greatest all of things.  If we can manage these two giant steps we will be powerful as we building the Kingdom of God.  The struggles we have are not the end of the story of our life.  If we can try our best and keep our eyes focused on God we need only to do our best and God will take care of everything else.  God is our strength; we do not have to make it on our own.  As hard as it may be some days it is not that difficult to love each other.  If we can just lay down our own selfish tendencies we can find peace and the strength to love.  


We have been struggling together as a family to find the path we are to walk together.  The choices and the efforts we make will bear fruit and we can trust that God will be with us today and tomorrow as well.  Let us all keep Fr. Schmidt in our prayers.  Let us all ask St. Francis de Sales – a great pastor and Doctor of the Church – to welcome a pastor into paradise.  We can now offer prayers to our past pastor for his prayers and intercessions in heaven as well.
