The Week In Review

This week I have been thinking of Fr. Schmidt and all the people that have spoken to me about him when he was pastor of St. Ann’s Parish.  There is some news that I would like to share as well as some reflections I would offer as we remember this priest.  


Many took advantage of the bus that was supplied by Fr. Schmidt and his family for the people of the area.  I saw many others that drove themselves to the funeral.  From speaking with Fr. Schmidt’s brother Milt and his various nieces and nephews I can tell you that the effort was not missed.  It was a great consolation and blessing to the whole family that so many took the time and effort to honor their loved one.  Many people have asked for an address so that Mass cards and letters can be sent to the family.  Please send all correspondence to his niece at the following address: 

Margaret Burns, 288 Chapel Hill Dr., Irondequoit, NY 14617

It was also the wish of Fr. Schmidt that his family come to Hornell and that the people of St. Ann’s and Our Lady of the Valley Parish have an opportunity to share together a memorial mass with time for celebration.  This is in the very first steps but so that the information is out and people can make plans it seems that there will be a special memorial mass offered for Fr. Schmidt Sunday, February 25th at the 10:30 mass and a brunch with the family will follow at the Knights of Columbus.  It is the strong wish of the family and especially of Fr. Schmidt that we as a parish family come together with his family to celebrate his life and the gift he was to this community.  Everyone is welcome to come for the free brunch to share their memories with the family.  To help in our planning, please call the office: 324-5811; 8:00-3:30 M-F to give us the number of people that will be coming.  Everyone is invited so please come for even a moment to meet Fr. Schmidt’s brother Milt and his many nieces and nephews.

As a priest, coming together for a funeral is a sad time for us all.  It comes to light that we do not have our own wife’s and children and it falls to brothers and sisters to plan and direct our funerals.  Many of you may not know and certainly have not experienced the camaraderie that comes when priest come together in large numbers.  As we are spread thin throughout our various assignments our time together becomes more important for sharing stories and catching up. We meet for our annual Convocation with the Bishop and we meet for ordinations.  These are fun times with many loud conversation punctuated with laughter and good humored ribbing.  A funeral is more subdued but you can not get two priests in one room without the stories flying around about the various exploits of the priest we are there to honor.  


As one of the “newbies” I often sit and listen and wonder of these great men that are passing away.  They have all left their mark on the parishes they have served and are remembered for their ministry and compassion.  Bishop Clark, in his closing remarks for Fr. Schmidt, pointed out the priests present that have followed as pastor of parishes he served.  Present along with myself was Frs. Bill Moorby and Bob Ring who followed Fr. Schmidt as pastors of St. Margaret Mary’s in Appalachin and Fr. Jim Yeager who you all know as Fr Schmidt’s successor here as the last pastor of St. Ann as a single parish.  (Fr. MacNamara was not in attendance.) 

Fr.Schmidt’s funeral has pointed my reflection on what it means to be a pastor and a leader of a parish.  I take my priesthood seriously as I know that when I was ordained I made a connection between my whole life and salvation.  I read with a serious heart in Scripture, “Woe, to you priests that lead your people astray…”  Jesus had a serious critique for the leaders of His time and that caution and concern has not diminished over the centuries.  I know that my soul is at stake as I lead this community.  I also read the canons of the church that deal with the role of a pastor. There are many but I would offer a couple for your reflection as I have re-read them over the past few weeks.  

Canon 528 – 1) The pastor is obliged to see to it that the word of God in its entirety is announced to those living in the parish; for this reason he is to see to it that the lay Christian faithful are instructed in the truths of the faith …; he is to foster works by which the spirit of the gospel, including issues involving social justice is promoted; he is to take special care for the Catholic education of children and of young adults…

2) The pastor is to see that the Most Holy Eucharist is the center of the parish assembly of the faithful; he is to work to see to it that the Christian faithful are nourished through a devout celebration of the sacraments and especially that they frequently approach the sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist and the sacrament of penance…

Canon 530 – The following functions are especially entrusted to the pastor:

1) the administration of Baptism; 2) the administration of the sacrament of confirmation to those who are in danger of death…; 3) the administration of Viaticum and the anointing of the sick…; 4) the assistance at marriages and the imparting of the nuptial blessing; 5) the performing of funerals; 6) the blessing of the baptismal font during the Easter season…; 7) the more solemn celebration of the Eucharist on Sundays and holy days of obligation.  

There are many more canons and prescriptions in various other documents of the church but these are the center piece of what I was ordained for and why I am here, the role I am to play in this community.  


A concern has been brought to my attention and I wish to make some clarifications.  I received a phone call from someone this week asking if the parish was doing a fund raiser for St. Ann Rectory.  Their concern was that people where asking for money for the church, I told them the parish was not aware of it.  They asked if this was legal and on the up-and-up.  I do not know anything about this activity.  I can not speak on what this money may be used for or why it is being collected as I was never notified that this was happening.  

The process of answering the many good questions that were raised from the Town Hall Meetings on January the 9th is being worked on even as I write this note.  The Pastoral Council, Finance Council and the Liturgy Committee asked that more information be collected and shared with the community before anything would be decided concerning the rectory at St. Ann.  It seems very premature for anyone to think of making a collection of any money when there is not reliable information about what should be done with the boiler/heating system at the rectory and the parish has not made a decision on the path it wishes to take.  I would caution everyone from short circuiting the process that many people have asked for, the committees of the parish have embarked on and most people wish to take place.  

There will be more information made available and there will be more opportunities for everyone to have their voices heard in a public forum.  This is path we have placed ourselves on and the path that we will walk together.  When the boiler blew I decided that we would not let that event push us into a decision in either direction.  I told you all last week that we would take the time to get the proper information and then make a decision.  That will be the path that we will take and the parish will not be rushed off that path for even the best intentioned efforts.  All the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee are being dealt with as was promised and discussed.  St. Ann school is doing its work to put markers together for their areas and discussions are being done concerning St. Ignatius properties.  As was said many times, these recommendation where the first steps on a long road.  We must all walk it together and find where we are to go.  God is with us and He will not let us be led astray from pressures from without or within. 

