Holy Season of Lent


The phone calls started Tuesday with people looking for the mass times for Ash Wednesday.  Then there is the newspaper looking for a quote about Lenten observances.  It was a real blessing yesterday – Wednesday – with all those in attendance.  Each mass was almost as large one of our weekend masses.  There were many faces that I do not see week in and week out and I consider that a great blessing.  The Holy seasons of the year are open to all those that are searching for God, even those that may struggle with their faith.  There are a few things that I would like to bring to everyone’s attention as we begin this season and to help us focus on Lent.

Rice Bowl

This is a regular part of our Lenten activities.  The small ‘bowls’ that can be found in the pews and the entrances of church are there for you to take home and use.  They are supplied by Catholic Relief Services. From their web site, they are:

The official international humanitarian agency of the U.S. Catholic community, CRS provides humanitarian relief and development assistance in 99 countries worldwide.

Initially responding to the call to help rebuild a shattered Europe during World War II, we have since expanded our programming expertise to provide relief in times of disaster, while also laying the foundation for developing stronger communities for the future. Our programming overseas includes: Agriculture Community Health Education Emergency Response HIV/AIDS Microfinance Peace building Safety Net Programming.
Woven within these programs are common themes that guide CRS decisions and action. These themes—Capacity-Building, Food Security, Gender and Justice—teach communities how to become self-sustaining through tolerance, understanding and solidarity.

CRS supports programs in the United States to inform and engage American Catholics about poverty and injustice overseas. Our U.S. programs provide opportunities for Catholics to live their faith by getting involved—as individuals, with their families, in their schools and parishes—to help build a more just world. Some of the U.S. programs focus on: Parish Outreach High-School Youth and Teachers Fair Trade Colleges and Young Adults Farmer-to-Farmer Support Advocacy.

The Rice Bowl program is a chance for you and your family to be concrete about what you are doing during the Lenten Season.  When you have a smaller or a more simple meal, take the money that you would normally spend and place it into the bowl.  If your child is looking for something extra to do over Lent suggest that they make a donation to the Rice Bowl and then go with them to: www.crs.org and see what Catholic Relief Services are all about.  They work all around the world and within our own country.  25% of what is taken in through the Rice Bowl Project will stay within the Diocese of Rochester to help those around us.  Take a Rice Bowl home; help support those that have less than you.  It will be educational and helpful to both of you.  

The Little Black Book
These small daily reflection and prayer books have already met with great interest and positive responses.  The “Little Black Book” was first written by Bishop Ken Untener as a gift to the people of the Diocese of Saginaw.  They are now written in his memory.  They are available at the entrances to the church and contain a small envelop if people would like to offer a donation to off-set the cost. 
They are an easy way to do something a little extra during this Holy Season.  It would not take more than a couple of minutes to read and pray the daily offerings and it is not too late to start.  

Canisteo Valley Youth Center


As part of our regular commitment to the wider community I would like to make people aware of a new program in our area.  One of our own parishioners, Dave Prete will be the director of the Center.  Below is a short letter from Dave seeking all our support.  
Dear Parishioners:

I am proud to announce that the Canisteo Valley Youth Center will open its doors on March 10, 2007 and will be located at Somers Hall in Canisteo (next door to the First Presbyterian Church).  The center will be open to all youth ages 12-17 and, on occasion, special events will be held for youth ages 11 and under.

Programming available to the youth that attend the center will include:

· Games and recreational activities

· Social and spiritual counseling in the areas of self-esteem, motivation, leadership and empowerment

· Academic enrichment programs (including homework assistance)

· Cable television and high speed Internet access

· Fieldtrips and group outings

· Participation in fundraising events and youth leadership committees

Thus far, funding for this center has been provided solely by the Canisteo First Presbyterian Church.  In addition to monetary donations, we are also asking for donations of any kind that will help provide the center with the resources necessary to help our youth gain a valuable experience each and every time they walk through our door.

Anything you would be willing to donate to the Center would be greatly appreciated.  Also, the Center will be selling 50/50 raffle tickets with all proceeds going for programming and equipment costs.  The drawing for these tickets will be held on Saturday, April 21st at the Center.  You need not be present to win.  If you would like to make a donation, buy a raffle ticket or would like more information regarding the Center, please call me directly at (607) 661-0060 (temporary number).
Thank you in advance for your thoughtfulness. The future and success of the Center depends on the support of the local businesses and communities.

Sincerely,

Dave Prete,

Youth Center Director

This looks like a very exciting program to serve our community.  Thank you for your consideration of this new program.  Please do your best to make this Lent a special time for us as a community and as people of God.
