Sharing Our Faith – Building Our Family

This is a great theme to start our Advent Season.  This is the time of the year when we all turn our eyes to Christmas and celebrate the birth of Jesus our Savior.  I suggested last week that people should go and see the new movie “The Nativity Story.”  I have not seen it – it opens tomorrow, Friday – but all I have read and seen is positive and it promises to be a great blessing to everyone trying to share our faith journey with others.

This week is a week of firsts for our youngest parishioners.  Wednesday night and Saturday morning we are celebrating First Penance with the children of our parish.  Last night (Wednesday) was a real blessing for all of us involved.  Fr. Dan Callahan and Fr. Gene Ulrich came to lend a hand and we all agreed that the children were well prepared and took the sacrament very seriously.  They were prayerful and I am confident they received the grace of God.  Their prayer within the sacrament was so profound and is humbling when I think of my own sins and shortfalls.  They would be a great example for all of us to emulate.  

We ended with a prayer, I thanked the parents, they helped their children do their first Reconciliation and to please make sure that they come to their “second!”  Too often the children are brought with their parents the first time and are never encouraged to come back again.  During Advent we will be offering many opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation individually before the 4:30 mass at St. Ann as well as four more opportunities for group celebrations.  These have been listed in the bulletin and the Parish Calendar.  


We are also in the process of preparing our children for Confirmation.  That celebration will be December 14th.  We have a huge class this year, 60 children and teenagers will receive this Sacrament.  Most of the work for these events is done by the parents.  In the “old days” (whenever that was) there were classes every week for many months prior to these Sacraments being preformed.  Over the years with the growth of sports and other activities, religious events have been pushed onto the back burner we have had to change our methods.  We turned to parents, we do everything we can to support them but much of the actual education is done in the home with the parents finding time when it is convenient for them.  

For some this may be an inconvenience but really the home is the best place for education to take place.  It is a good example for parents to give their kids that they are involved in their faith development.  Parents know best how to talk to their children and how best to get ideas across.  

On a slightly different note: we are trying to make connections with all our children that are servers at mass.  Over the past two years, there has been a steady decline in altar servers actually making their assigned masses.  To give you an example, I noticed one person that had served many weeks in a row.  I asked them if they were scheduled for all those masses.  They responded, “Oh, No, I have not been on the schedule at all this month but I just come back to see if you need help and the kids on the schedule never show up so I get to do it!”  


Certainly, we are grateful for this kind of help and we certainly need servers to come forward but is this really how we want to get our servers?  I know that parents work hard to teach their children the need to follow through with their commitments but I often wonder if the same amount of effort is made to make sure that a child does not miss their scheduled service to God and the parish as making every practice and activity.  


To fix this growing problem we are sending out letters with response cards to all our servers.  If your child is a server and you do not get a card in the next week PLEASE contact the office and we will get one sent out to you.  I am interested to know if your child should still be on the list and which masses they should assigned – if you never go to the Saturday 4:30 mass we will not schedule them for that celebration.  Please help us in our efforts to get a handle on this situation.  We have tried to do some training for the new children and this is a good time to make any other adjustments to our list.  

On a very different note:  Have you noticed anything different at our weekend masses at St. Ann?  We have reinstituted the use of the processional cross at all our weekend masses.  This has always been the case at St. Mary’s but for some reason it had fallen out of practice at St. Ann’s.  The General Instruction of the Roman Missal paragraphs 117-122, 186-188 and 350 speak directly to the importance of carrying the cross in procession and that it goes first as Christ leads us into and out of all our celebrations.  

This procession will always go in and out from the main Erie St. entrance.  In the past it was tradition that as the cross came by in the procession people would genuflect as a sign of respect.  At least it is important to remember that the mass does not end until the cross is carried out and no one would leave before the procession left the body of the church.  I know that this topic gets people’s back up because they have done things this way and do not like change.  I have been told by some that they must leave early – that is the case for some with health issues or difficulties walking.  If that is the case OK, but for others, please give this some consideration.  The procession is part of the liturgy of the mass.  The opening song starts our celebration with God and the closing song ends our Liturgy.  Give God a few more seconds of your time and wait until the cross, with which we honor and bless ourselves, passes out of the church and then go and serve God.  It saddens me to walk out in the procession and see that the last five pews are empty and all those that choose to stand in the back have left rather than give God the honor and sing the praise that He is due.  One parishioner offered this as a thought.  They saw a sign by the doors of church they visited while on vacation – “Remember this, Judas was the first one to walk out of the Last Supper!”
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