Is it Too Early to Start Celebrating??
This may be a good question for us as we draw closer to Christmas.  The lighter purple we use for Advent is slightly different from the darker color that we use for Lent.  It is supposed to remind us that in the first few weeks of Advent we are to be in a penitent mood.  The church asks us not to do too much with decorations as the real time for our celebration has not yet come.  The real season of our celebration is the days and weeks that follow December 25th not those that come before it.  But it becomes harder and harder to keep the celebration at bay when the decorations go up before Thanksgiving!  And there are many things that we wish to celebrate in our community.

Christmas Eve – Christmas Day


I would like to remind everyone again that this year it is even more confusing than normal in that the 4th Sunday in Advent is December 24th.  That one day has two major events happening which means that we will have to make sure that we take care of all of our responsibilities.  We will have our regular schedule of Sunday masses.  Saturday Dec. 23rd 4:30pm will be the vigil for Sunday obligation.  Sunday morning Dec 24th will be masses at 8:30am at St. Mary’s Rexville and 10:30am St. Ann’s Hornell.  

Then we turn our sights towards Christmas with a full schedule of masses for that Holy Day.  Sunday Dec 24th we will have masses at 4:30PM at St. Ann’s – this has traditionally been our “Family Mass” with music and activities more geared for the children.  We certainly do not want to discourage people from coming to any of our masses but if you have a choice you may want to choose one of the others as this mass has the tendency of being an overflow celebration.  Next will be our mass at St. Mary’s at 8:00PM for their “Family Mass” and then 10:00PM at St. Ann’s we will celebrate the “Midnight Mass.”  The following morning, Dec 25th, we will have a mass at 10:30am.  This will fulfill all our responsibilities and allow us to celebrate the completion of the Holy Season of Advent and help us to begin to celebrate Christmas as well.  I know that this will be confusing which is why I am writing this again.  I know that starting next week the phone will ring off the hook with questions about this schedule.  Please share this with all your friends and any family that is coming home for the holidays.  
Confirmation and Reconciliation


Last week I told you of the young people that will be celebrating Confirmation this week.  Those who attend the 10:30 mass this weekend will have the benefit of sharing in this special celebration.  A small number of our children were participating in Hornell High School’s Christmas Concert.  It was a hard decision for them to miss something for which they worked so hard or miss Confirmation.  Ion contrast to other sports or some activities where there will be other games and other times, this was a one time event for these young people.  It was actually very heartening to know that many of these children where choosing their church and were going to miss that event.  Fr. Dan Condon who is doing the Confirmation offered to come back and Confirm those that would be involved with this concert – our sincere thanks to Fr. Dan for being here to help us out of this problem.  I would have bet anything that he would have been unavailable but he came through.  I told those involved that we can not count on that happening again!  I was pleasantly surprised and thankful to Fr. Dan may God bless him in all that he does for our communities.  
We have been celebrating First Reconciliation as well; I wish everyone could see the love of God shining in the eyes of our younger members as they celebrate this sacrament.  There are many places where we see God blessing our community.  Their strong faith is an example for us all.
“Can you hear me now?”


I hope that I do not get in trouble with that cell phone company but I think that line works perfectly.  I can not count the times that I heard from Pete McDaniels and the other guys in the back of church that they can’t hear me (There may be another reason they can’t hear me back there but I won’t ask!!) I hope that this problem is now solved.  From the first weekend I was here, I was told that people could not hear and there were dead spots and other difficulties with the system at St. Ann’s – I think this may be fixed.  

Wednesday at the 5:15 mass we tried the new sound system for the first time – I was shocked.  For my part, the first thing I noticed was that I could hear myself better.  The speakers pointing back for the priests were never really working.  At one point I made a small cough and looked over my shoulder because I could hear someone behind me – of course it was just me.  The system seems to be a big success.  The technicians were working on it Wednesday and are here again Thursday making small adjustments.  There will be a full test with the organists, Jim Wall and the video as well as all of us priests.  We will run it through the paces.  
I do not want to give people the wrong idea – there may still be some glitches until it gets tuned just right for our church.  If you hear a problem or a squeak do not worry those will be fixed.  The company doing the work, DCI is very committed to its work and will do anything they can until we are happy.  I think that you will agree that it is 99% perfect right away.  If you have any questions or problems please let me know.  Share your feedback so that I can pass it on to the people from DCI.

Two items that I would like you to be aware of as we go forward with this new system.  First, we have Assisted Listening Devices.  Because the old system has not worked well in years people may have not used these items. They look like a small radio with an ear piece.  These can go in your ear and allow for direct sound.  We have two different styles for people to try.  We also have some with an Induction Loop for anyone with a hearing aid that has a “T” switch on it.  Those that use this technology will know what I mean and if you have a question you should ask your hearing aid specialist. 
The suggestion from DCI is that people try to see if the improvements in the sound system may be enough for them to hear the mass clearly.  If you can still not hear properly please come behind the altar to the Sacristy and I will help you find one of these listening devices that is best for you.  We have three different styles to try and will get more if the need is there.  As Fr. Schnacky said as we were talking about the new system: “We are a people of the word and if our community can’t hear then we are all missing out.”  I could not agree more and I hope that this new system will be a big help to all of us.  

The second thing I would like to ask everyone for a small favor.  This new system was a gift from two families that wanted to help out.  They saw a problem and came forward to help.  Please take some time and ask God to bless them for the gift of the sound system and all that they do on a regular basis.  They do not wish to have their gift made public and I will certainly respect that wish but take a moment and ask God to bless them.  God knows where your prayer belongs and His grace will be with them and their loved ones.  

What a great Christmas season!  Already there are special presents being shared.  The faces of our children are seen to glow – not because of a new toy but because of the love of God.  We have the ability to hear the word of God proclaimed and we have many opportunities to do just that.  It may not be Christmas Day and we are still preparing but this weekend we light our third candle – the pink one.  It reminds us that as well as being penitent we are celebrating God who is with us and we stand confident that He will come again – Come Lord Jesus, Emmanuel Come!
