“We Will Serve the Lord”

This line is taken from our first reading this weekend is a powerful statement of conviction and a positive decision to follow God and only serve Him.  The full quote is, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  It is very similar and connected in faith to the response of Peter in the Gospel.  Jesus sees that many of His followers are walking away and leaving Him because it is hard work to follow the message He was preaching.  Jesus asks the disciples if they are going to leave as well.  Peter responds, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”  When I read these two readings they both set me back a little because I think we all need to ask ourselves honestly can we say the same thing?  The question that needs to be on our hearts is God the focus of my life or something else?  The second reading is a little different but always gets a smile out of couples.  I think it is funny because the men smile and nudge their wives when they hear, “Wives should be submissive to their husbands.”  But they never seem to hear a few lines later when St. Paul says, “Husbands, love your lives as Christ loved the church.”  This is his way of saying that husbands should love their wives enough to give up their lives for them.  The question for the husbands is not, is your wife submissive but are you giving up your life for your wife?  That should make the wives smile.  

The over all theme of our readings is a reminder to ask ourselves about our commitment to our faith.  It is easy to follow God when it is nice and fun but what happens when it becomes a little bit difficult.  When the going gets tough where do we go?  This weekend we will be blessed with the opportunity to hear from a mission country.  Every year we make a collection for our Foreign Missions.  These are areas that have been traditionally marginally Catholic and have a need for support to keep their churches running.  In the past we have sent money with little or no connection with these countries and parishes.  That is all changing in many ways.


Today, it is not someone from far away that traveled days at a time to come and talk about his homeland.  The priest that will be with us this weekend is living and working in the Binghamton area – just over an hour away!  We here at Our Lady of the Valley parish can remember well the ministry of Fr. Elias from Nigeria.  My home parish in Dansville has had a priest from Sri Lanka.  I have worked with priests from Kenya and even Poland – not a mission country in the real sense but certainly a far off country.  It seems rather strange to think that the support that we give to the missions is actually helping us back here in the ol’ US of A.  Many of our parishes are being run and ministered to by priests that where educated and came out of parishes that were supported by our collections in the Foreign Missions.  It would be like someone that gives to "Feed the Children;" where we pay to support a child someplace and they grow-up and become a doctor and serve in the town where the support came from and the live of the person is saved by the child they supported.  An ironic blessing.  We share our support for them and they send us support through their vocations back here.  If you did not bring your Missions envelope or if you do not use envelopes you can bring a donation next week and mark it for the missions.  It will get where it is most needed.  


We are also working this week to support continued efforts in the southern states and closer to home to help those that lost their homes in Tioga County.  No one could accuse the people of this area of being selfish when you here how much was donated for the Walk for Life.  The last number I heard was that the total was close to $100,000 and was expected to exceed that amount when everything was tallied.  If you were not a part of that event it was a great night and was a bright light even as it commemorated many that had died with cancer.  There was some joy in the midst of some sadness.  Look into your hearts and see if there is more that you can do to help in any of these areas as well as just the regular running of the parish.

Commitment is easy to measure if you look at money.  If we have enough money we think we are well supported and if we do not have enough then people are not supportive.  That is not really a good way to measure our connection and what is really important.  There are some parishes that raise ten times more than we do and the people are not even making an effort.  There are other parishes that collect a tiny amount and this represents a tremendous amount of commitment and effort on the part of the people.  I think we should look at something very different.  I think we should ask ourselves about the amount of time we spend and our commitment in that area.  What takes up the biggest and most significant part of our lives and where does our faith come in line?


We are given an example in our readings of those that have said God is first in my life and all else follows behind that.  It is easy to let God slip down the list because He does not yell as loud and pulls as hard as children and families or many of the needs of life.  We must always re-focus and put God first.    We should find creative ways to keep God first and let everything else move further down the list.    Let us pray for each other that as a parish family we work hard to keep this focus and our eyes on God as we build the Kingdom of God here in our small corner of the world.
