Celebrating a Long History
Over the past months as Our Lady of the Valley parish has been saving thank you and good-bye to Sr. Dolores Ann Stein RSM there has been some other planning going on behind the scenes.  Sr. Stein, as we all know, is a Sister of Mercy, who has been working in our parish school for 23 years.  What we may not know is that the Sister of Mercy of the America’s, her order, is celebrating its 150th anniversary of ministry in America and in the Rochester Diocese.  

Please join with the whole community as we say thank you to the Sisters of Mercy for their many years of service here in the greater Hornell area with a reception and mass honoring them.  A reception will be held at the Sons of Italy, Carducci Lodge on 70 Erie Ave. Saturday, September 8th 2:00-4:00 with a mass of celebration following at St. Ann Church.  There will be a bus coming from the Mercy Motherhouse with many of the sisters that served or have some connection to the Hornell area.  It will be a rare opportunity to see many of your teachers and nurses and to say thank you to all those women that served our community with such distinction and grace.  

St. James Mercy Hospital was founded from our parish and the Sisters of Mercy where the first nurses as well as educators for a number of generations.  Many nurses trinaed by the Mercy Sisters are still serving our community today.  How many generations of children were born with the helping hands of a Sister of Mercy?  How many people were given health through the touch of a Sister fo Mercy?  More than that, imagine all the nurses that have received their training from the Sisters of Mercy – how many lives have they touched all over the world.  
It may be easier to imagine all the generations of students that were educated by the Sisters at St. Ann School.  They have traveled all over the world and done amazing things being a positive force carrying what they learned from the Sisters of Mercy.  The numbers of Sisters in our area many have decreased in recent years but their effects have diminished little.  Much has been said about Sr. Dolores but let us not forget Sr. Sue Cain and Sr. Conleth Kennedy.  Sr. Conleth may be “retired” but really that is not a word that should be used as her regular visitation and work schedule would make any of us blush.  Sr. Sue works to help all of us answer the Gospel call to feed the hungry and cloth the naked.  Even as she was moving into her latest location in St. Joachim Church her activities to help those in need have continued to grow.  

How blessed are we for our memories of the Sisters of Mercy; they continue today.  Our distant memories of women that have been an example and taught us as well as the example of Christian living that we see everyday will always be with us.  For that we are thankful.  I do not know who will make the trip down on September 8th for the reception but I know that all those present will enjoy a large turnout from the whole community.    

Serving the Parish Community
There have been some changes over the month of June as members of the Pastoral Council have finished their tenure on that committee and have made room for others to come forward.  The Pastoral Council has many different responsibilities as a consultative body helping the pastor make decisions.  They work closely with the Finance Committee.  Finance works to oversee the various needs of the parish in that area and the Pastoral Council members receive reports and offer their advice and questions.  They work closely with the Stewardship, Liturgy and Social Ministry Committees as well as the school.  They also have been working hard to complete a clearing up of the parish census.  As one of the two committees required they also have a great deal to say about changes in parish structure.  
This committee is a serious commitment that requires members to work together and set aside their own personal views and wants to hear from the community and the other members of the committee.  Members have been called on to work on extra committees over the past few years.  These responsibilities mean extra meetings and difficult decisions.  There is an up-side to all the work and that is a significant amount of input into forming our parish community as we continue to grow as Our Lady of the Valley.  

In the past there has been an effort to keep a certain number of members on the Council from each of the original four parishes.  As we begin our fourth year as Our Lady of the Valley parish it was discussed that we slightly alter the membership to better reflect the changes in the parish.  Our focus is to maintain a membership that reflects our parish in all the many ways that make us special.  The council will be taking any names into consideration of those parishioners that wish to be considered for the council.  Please contact me through the office – 324-5811 or e-mail fvandurme@dor.org.  

Discuss your interest with Mark Clark the president of the Council or any of the members.  They will better be able to share their experiences and the role the council takes in the parish.  Anyone interested will be considered at the September 26th meeting and if there is a significant response the council will vote on members at that meeting.  
This Council is about serving.  This Council is about the need for sharing ideas.  This Council is an opportunity to those that want to be involved in all the various areas of the parish to help share their skills.  It is a way to work together to build our parish community for the future.  This is a ministry that is sometimes taken for granted until something major happens.  As we build the Kingdom of God we are given an opportunity to work at different levels of involvement.  Please take some time to pray and ask God if He is calling you to this ministry.  The decision should not be made lightly, nor should it be made in an effort to forward personal ideas.  It should be made in light of a deep desire to collaborate with myself as pastor and all the members working together as a family of faith.
As the summer months come to an end and our children come back to school our eyes turn to the future.  Our Lady of the Valley Parish has had many changes over the past three years.  As we come to our fourth year together we are still becoming that which God is calling us.  All our prayers should be with our community.  God’s grace is certainly here for us to receive everyday.  May God bring fruit to all our labors.

