Summer is coming to an end

It may sound like it is too soon to sound like that but I can tell that summer is almost over when my desk gets filled up with “stuff” for the new school year.  So here we go…
Music Issues and Missalette 


A few weeks ago I mentioned that members of the community have been installing new book racks in the pews of St. Ann church.  They have been received with a very positive response.  Everyone from the ushers to the cleaners and the people have noted how clean the pews look and how it is easier to fit into the pews.  

There were some questions concerning the large print books.  They have been placed in the front pews as that seems to be where most people that may have the need sit on a regular basis.  If you do not find one in your ‘normal’ pew; please free to exchange one to your seat.  We assume that over the year the books will settle into their most helpful locations.  


The only difficulty that we have noticed is finding songs in the new system.  There are new plates being done for the number sign.  It will take a few times to get used to where the song is going to be found.  Hopefully the new signs will make it easy.  The main thing will be listening and when the song is announced they will say the number and which book it can be found.  For example:


“Our opening song will be number 456 in the Journey Song Book”  

That is the large blue hard cover book.


“Our offertory song will be number 120 in our Missalette”

That will be found in back of the smallest book that also has all our readings.


“Our closing song will be number 576 in our Music Issue”
That will be found in the larger paperback book with nothing but songs.

As you can see it is not that difficult but certainly will become easier as we do it.  One of the benefits for us will be more options for our choir.  This idea was suggested with the remark that there are many “oldies and goodies” that are not in just the Journey Song Book or the small Missalette.  
This benefit will be shared with St. Mary’s as well.  In the past St. Mary’s only had the few songs offered in the back of the Missalette.  Now with this new system the organist will also have the option of choosing songs from the Music Issue which has hundreds of song options.  I am sure that these new songs will be inserted over time and allow for more creativity.  In a small way this change is also a benefit to the community.  There is a small savings using this new company and system.  It will be less changing over the course of the year so there will be less waste.  
Second Collection Next Weekend


You have heard me speak on different occasions about my assignment prior to coming to Our Lady of the Valley.  For over two years I was Parochial Vicar for a six church parish similar to ours here in the Canisteo Valley.  Parishes in Waverly, Van Etten, Catatonk, Newark Valley, Owego, and Apalachin came together to form Blessed Trinity and St. Patrick’s parish.  This parish and much of southern Tioga County were hit hard by the flooding last month.  It is one thing to see it on television and another to see it first hand and to know that people personally.  The loss and devastation becomes real when you walk through a dining room in which you have eaten many times – now gutted and falling apart.


I pointed out a week ago that the Diocese has asked parishes to make a second collection that will be shared between Tioga County and those still in need because of Katrina.  Our parish has been very generous in the past with both financial support immediately following the hurricanes and the items we sent more recently.  If you are able, please consider making a donation to help these communities that are still in need.  

Next Sunday, August 26 – 27 there will a second collection that will be given to Catholic Charities in both Tioga County and the Parishes around New Orleans.  Please come prepared and help out this two part effort.  

Next weekend there will be another special event.  We will be having a guest priest preaching for the foreign missions.  Rev. Edward Owusu-Ansah from the Diocese of Obuasi in Ghana, West Africa.  He writes the following:


The Diocese of Obuasi was created in 1995.  It serves many rural-poor parishes and people.  Because the people are poor they cannot support the diocese financially and so the diocese faces very difficult financial challenges to meet its pastoral needs.  Among the many needs and challenges that beset the diocese are church buildings; in many of the missions they worship under sheds.  We do not have enough classrooms for the children.  Some parishes do not have means of transport for the priest to travel to the remote villages to visit the people and minister to them.  Many communities do not have clean water to drink; they need wells to give them water. And last, but not least, the diocese is battling with finances to train more seminarians and local catechists.  It is our hope that you respond generously to our appeal.
There is a second envelope that will go towards all foreign missions next week.  Please be generous to both of these efforts.

Religious Education 

It’s time to start another year of Religious Education.  Registration will be August 27th, September 3rd and 10th, at all Masses.  There will be a table set up at the back of church.  Times are the same as last year; Sundays at 9:15 at St. Ann’s and at St. Mary’s following the 8:30 Mass. First class will be September 24th.

We are planning 2 fun filled Super Sundays again this year.  October 29th at St. Ann’s School is the first one, on the Rosary.  We will be having a Rosary Basketball game lead by Fr. Pat, which will be great fun, so mark your calendars.  Then May 6th at St. Mary’s to end the year with a fun filled day.  Keep in mind that Super Sundays are for the whole parish, Everyone is invited.

We are also having Family Faith Formation.  Last years was a huge success, everyone had a great time.  These are open to all families in the parish and offer a great way to share your faith with your children.  November 19th; the topic will be Advent.  What a great way to start the Advent season with your children.  We are hoping to schedule another one later in the year, the date and topic to be announced.

Children’s Masses will be the first Sunday of each month.

We are always looking for volunteers; this is a great way to share your faith with the children of our Parish.  Anyone interested in helping out please call us.

We are looking forward to another great year.  If you have any questions please call us. 
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