Please read this today!

I can not tell you how many phone calls I get or meetings I go to in a week.  Many are very important and interesting.  Some are not so interesting but necessary.  Every once in a while I get to meet with someone that is extraordinary or has an extraordinary idea – this happened a few weeks ago, this is their suggestion.  They asked to start a program for all of Our Lady of the Valley Parish.  This program is called “Spiritual Motherhood for Priests” and it comes to us from the Congregation for the Clergy; within the Vatican.  This program seeks to have women of all ages and all stations in life pray for all our priests.  

I know that personally my mother prays for me often.  I also know that there have been many people that have prayed for me and my vocation over the years.  Without their help I know I would have never made it to ordination.  Without the prayers of all of you as well as my family I know that I would not be here today serving this community.  This program is an effort to have every priest prayed for and supported every day.  This program will start Mother’s Day weekend, May 10th-11th.  Any woman of the parish who would be willing to take up this ministry and add a special prayer for one priest will be asked to come and receive a card.  On this card will be a prayer and the name of a priest.  Below are a few stories about the power of prayer that can change the life of those that are discerning their vacation and working as priests.
Independent of age or social status, everyone can become a mother for priests.  This type of motherhood is not only for family mothers. It is just as valid for an unmarried girl, for a widow, or for someone who is ill.  It is especially pertinent for missionaries and religious sisters who have given their lives entirely to God for the sanctification of others.  Pope John Paul II even thanked a child for her motherly help:  “I also express my gratitude to Bl. Jacinta for the sacrifices and prayers offered for the Holy Father, whom she saw suffering greatly” (13 May 2000).


Every priest has a mother and often she is a spiritual mother for her children as well.  Giuseppe Sarto, for example, the future Pope Pius X, visited his 70-year-old mother after being ordained a bishop.  She kissed her son’s ring and, suddenly pensive, indicating her own simple silver wedding band said, “Yes, Giuseppe, you would not be wearing that ring if I had not first worn mine.”  Pope St. Pius X rightfully confirms his experience that, “Every vocation to the priesthood comes from the heart of God, but it goes through the heart of a mother!”


One sees this very well in the life of St. Monica.  Augustine, who lost his faith at the age of 19 during his studies in Carthage, later wrote in his famous Confessions regarding his mother: “For the love of me she cried more tears than a mother would over the bodily death of her son. Nine years passed in which I wallowed in the slime of that pit and the darkness of falsehood.  Yet that pious widow desisted not all the hours of her supplications, to bewail my case unto Thee where her prayers entered into Thy presence.”  “My mother never abandoned me.  She brought me forth in her flesh, that I might be born to this temporal light, and in her heart, that I might be born to life eternal.”

St. Theresa of Lisieux was only 14 years old when, on a pilgrimage to Rome, she understood her vocation of Spiritual Motherhood for priests.  In her autobiography she describes that after having met many holy priests on her trip to Italy; she understood that they are weak and fragile too, in spite of their sublime dignity.  “If holy priests…show in their conduct their extreme need for prayers, what is to be said of those who are tepid?” (A 157)  In one of her letters she encouraged her sister Celine, “Let us live for souls, let us be apostles, let us save especially the souls of priests. …Let us pray, let us suffer for them, and on the last day, Jesus will be grateful.”  (LT94)


At the heart of the Vatican, in the truest sense of the word, in the shadow of the dome of St. Peter’s basilica, lies the convent consecrated to the “Mater Ecclesiae”, Mother of the Church.  This simple building, previously used for other purposes, was remodeled some years ago to fit the needs of a contemplative order.  John Paul II intentionally had the inauguration date set on 13 May 1994, the anniversary of the first apparition of Our Lady of Fatima.  In these quarters the nuns consecrate their lives for the needs of the Holy Father and the Church.


Every five years this responsibility is assumed by a different contemplative order.  The first international community was composed of Poor Clares from all over the world (Italy, Canada, Russia, Bosnia, Nicaragua, and the Philippines).  The Camelites took their place and continued to offer their prayers and their lives for the intentions of the Pope.  Since 7 October 2004, the Feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Benedictine nuns from four different countries have come to live in the convent.

It is not by chance that the Holy Father chose a feminine order for this task.  Throughout the history of the Church, women, taking Our Lady as their model, have always been the ones to accompany and support, through prayer and sacrifice, the apostles and priests in the missionary activities.  For that very reason, contemplative order consider “the imitation and contemplation of Mary” as part of their charisma.

And so this is the reason for this new program of prayer.  We are asking the women of Our Lady of the Valley parish to consider adding a priest to their normal time of prayer.  This is not something that needs to be done publicly.  Like the cloistered nuns praying for the Holy Father, we are asking women to come forward on the weekend of Mother’s Day and offer their time to bring life into the lives of all the priests of our Diocese.  You may not know the priest you are praying for, you may never meet him.  He may never know that you are praying for him but certainly the grace of God will flow in his life.  The poser of this kind of silent prayer, without any fanfare, holds a special place in the history and traditions of our church.  God will bless our efforts

I think back to the words of Pope Benedict XVI on his recent visit.  He encouraged priests and bishops to be strong in their vocation to serve the people.  With all the pain and stress in our world, praying for extra strength and faithfulness for all priests is needed.  I also think that this effort will turn many hearts to consider the priesthood.  Just knowing that there are people in this community praying for priests will make many young men and women consider their role in the church and a vocation for God.  What a blessing that will be for everyone in our community.


On Mother’s Day weekend we will have these special prayer cards available.  We will ask for any woman or girl that is interested to come forward and receive the name of one of the priests.  If you are interested in this ministry but are going to be away for that weekend do not worry.  After that weekend, we will have more cards available from the priests in the sacristy or at the office.  Please consider this exciting new ministry to all priests and everyone please pray for all those that work to build the Kingdom of God.

