Easter Season Continues


You have heard me write here many times about how our liturgical seasons do not parallel the seasons of society.  This season of Easter continues until we arrive at Pentecost, May 11th. Please keep that date in your mind as it is also Mother’s Day so you will all be there to pray for your mom’s!  (Don’t forget the flowers as well – this is your first reminder!)  Our celebrations this season are extra special because of the presence of our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI.  I spent this morning watching the mass at the Nationals Baseball Park.  As I assumed, the news is full of his every move which is an interesting surprise.  CNN seems to have become “Pope TV – 24 hours of Benedict!”  This is a pleasant surprise which reminds me that even though our society will try its best to cast off its faith, under it all they know and are still interested at some level in God and those that stand for their faith.  Some may see it as strange or archaic that he still wears his funny cloths and hat but they are still looking for God.  There are many things happening this season to keep ourselves focused on in the near future.

Spirit Alive – A Special focus to our season


This effort that started at Lent continues.  The next offering during this season is an interesting one.  The Diocese of Rochester has set up a toll-free number for people to call 1 888 4 SPIRIT (1-888-477-4748).  It is not up and running yet but this will be started soon and will allow people to call in and pray or talk with people about their faith and about the church.  This is an easy way for people that might not feel comfortable coming in to talk to a priest to have someone to talk to and answer questions.  

This effort of refocusing our minds and hearts on the faith does not stop with Lent or Easter.  It continues throughout the next three years – pray that God’s grace will fill all our hearts and help us to see Him active in our lives every day.
Pentecost Weekend


At our last liturgy committee meeting we were reminded that this special day is coming and should be celebrated.  Please remember to wear some red to mass so that we all reconnect to our Confirmation and remember the day when the Holy Spirit came down into the Apostles and thru them to us.  This is a small gesture that takes only a moment of thinking ahead but gives a solid statement of our faith throughout our community.  Just like CNN and all the news agencies, people will turn their heads and focus on faith when there is a large number of people walking and praying together.  We can show our whole community who we are that this is a special time of the year for us.  I will not be surprised when people come and tell me about a friend of just someone walking through a store saying – “Hey, why is everyone I see wearing red today?”  That will be a moment to share your faith and love of God with someone new.
A note from your fellow parishioners


Below you will find attach a letter written from Our Lady of the Valley Parish Pastoral Council.  This is the group that is made up of men and women from all over our community and is charged with seeking input from you the community and sharing that with me as well as advising me when decisions or recommendations are made.  They would like to pass on some thoughts to you.  

To our Fellow Parishioners
Something to consider:
Our Federal Government is giving all taxpayers a check for at least $600.00 for individuals, $1200.00 for couples and $300.00 each for dependents.  These funds will be provided over the course of the summer.  The Scriptures speak of “tithing” all that we get back to God.  The Biblical injunction to tithe is that the first 10% of everything – not what is left over – goes to God because all that we have actually comes from Him first.  When you receive your check please consider tithing this amount back to your parish.  This should be painless since the money received is basically a gift or surprise and not part of your normal budgeting process.  
Many people have noticed that our collections have fallen short almost every week this past year.  We will not end the year with a balanced budget like we planned at the start of the year.  That being said this effort may help us ease that budget gap and keep the parish moving forward in a positive way.

We are writing this letter because we feel that it should not always fall onto the priest to ask for money.  It is not his responsibility to fix every problem.  It is the pastor’s responsibility to manage these funds and the parish the best way possible.  We are making this request so that it does not fall to Fr. Pat or even Fr. Peter.  We struggle just like all of you to fill our gas tanks.  We shop and eat in the same stores as all of you so we know how hard it is to keep your budgets balanced and feed your families.  And yet we must all consider this time as a moment where we can share freely and easily with the parish a windfall that none of us expected.

Please consider making this extra donation on top of you regular offering.  We will do the same and together we will continue to do God’s work in our parish.  We are always available for your questions and comments.  Some may ask, “Must we just give and give and give??” The response should be, “NO, you should only give for as long as God give to you…”

Respectfully given,

Our Lady of the Valley Parish Pastoral Council

John Cain – 698-2884


James VanSkiver – 225-4568


Tom Harkenrider – 698-4625

Caroline Kelly – 324-6377

Margie Terry – 324-5892

Mark Clark – 281-0206

Gary Mikolajczyk – 324-9443 


Thank you so much for your consideration of these items and thoughts.  Please keep our world and our part of it in your prayers.  

