Dear Parishioners…
Another milestone has been reached in the consolidation of our parish.  The cemeteries in Rexville and the committee that administered them for so many years have been combined with the cemeteries and the committee in the Hornell area.

As communicated earlier in this bulletin, the Rexville area has had a committee which was very active and administered the cemeteries in an extremely well-run manner.  Recently, several members decided to cease participation.  This led to the recent meeting in Rexville to determine how the cemeteries would be handled in the future.  The result of the meeting was that combining all parish cemeteries under one committee appeared to be a worthwhile thing.
An explanation of what this means is in order.  First, cemetery finances are NEVER mingled with the finances of the parish.  Our parish “books” do not include any of the financial activity for any of the cemeteries.  In addition, the cemetery financial activity in Rexville is not now, and will not be, combined with the financial activity of the cemeteries in Hornell.  Therefore, there will be three sets of accounting books here: The Parish, the Rexville area cemeteries, and the Hornell area cemeteries.  

In keeping with our policy of transparency, we will publish, in the bulletin, the financial results of our cemeteries on a yearly basis, as we do the parish.  This way, everyone will be informed.  Keep watching the bulletin for this information.

The newly combined Cemetery Committee will have some meetings in Hornell, at the school, and some in Rexville, in the church basement.  Anyone, even non-committee members are welcome to attend any of the meetings. 
It was decided that all cemetery maps will be kept in the Parish offices in Hornell and when someone wishes to purchase a plot, or if there was a need to inter someone who has a plot, the first contact would be the Parish office.  Someone from the office would go to Rexville to meet with the prospective buyer and point out grave availability as is presently done in Hornell.  Someone from the parish office will go to Rexville to stake out a grave that needs to be opened in the case of a burial.  Smith Funeral Home, which handles the bulk of the interments in the Rexville area, has been advised to call the parish office on cemetery matters.

While we are speaking about cemetery matters, it is important that the parish office has an up-to-date record of current addresses for cemetery grave owners.  In the Hornell area, when we sent letters to owners alerting them that we were going to bring graves into compliance with the Rules and Regulations, several letters were returned by the post office because the addresses were invalid.  We then had no way of contacting the owners and then when we removed flowers, the children of several owners visited the cemetery over Memorial Day and complained that they were not notified.  They were then informed that we did not have a current address for notification.  This situation could have been avoided if the owners had notified the office of a change of address.

In regard to the Rules and Regulations, a walk through the cemetery next to the church in Rexville reveals that the decorations presently on graves are already in compliance with the Rule set forth last November for the Hornell area cemeteries.  Therefore, since the actual practice in Rexville meets the Rules requirements, these rules will also be adopted for the Rexville cemeteries.  Copies of the Rules are available in the Parish office.   Also, copies will be available at St. Mary Church for those interested. 
We invite all parishioners to attend Mass and visit the beautiful cemeteries in Rexville.  The cross that was recently erected is quite striking and is not dissimilar to the design being contemplated for the cemetery in the Town of Fremont.  We welcome input from interested people.  Also, for those who have not been in one of the Hornell cemeteries lately, take a drive there and see some of the recent changes.
